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Preface 


Hello, | am Divakar Mani. Initially, | had some basic 
knowledge about the past history. As a reader | 
started to read books related to it. | found World War 
as an important topic. | got some books and read in 
depth about it more. But it took months for me to 
complete everything to gain knowledge. | couldn't 
find the book exactly related to the particular topic 
World War. So, | decided to dedicate a book on World 
War. Because the past histories might change the 
present and future stories. 


This book contains brief information about World 
War | (Great War) and World War Il. By reading this 


book, you will have a clear overview of the past facts. 


- Divakar Mani 
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2) European states before world war | 


1) Introduction 


The Royal honour, conflict of thought, unstable mind 
and greed of colonization resulted in the Great War of 
1914.8! The war in European states were common in 
general for centuries. War of 20th century can be 
justified as world war and this time not only European 
states, but other continents too took part in the war.”! 
Impolitic aggressive policy by Austria-Hungary and 
Imperial Germany during the first decade of the 20th 
century created two groups in and around European 
states. Group forming was driven by fear rather than 
ambition. This fear made the European states men to 
give power to military custodians. Balkans were mostly 
misrepresented which ignited the spark for war. 
Aftermath events were termed as World War." The 
second war was Officially announced on 1939. It was 
not the continuity of the 1914 World War (Great War), 
but the purpose was similar to that of the war in 1914. 
So, the 1914 war was termed as World War | and 1939 
war was termed as World War Il. Time changed every 
thing and World War II was none other than the 
emotions and desires of the past." 





Map 1: 2016 World Map”! 


2) The great powers in European states 
before world war | 


Austria-Hungary 


Austrian empire was ruled by Franz Joseph since 1848. 
It ruled Slavs of North Czechs, North East Poles, North 
East Ruthenes, South Slovenes, South Serbia and 
Southern slopes of Alps. 


Habsburg empire (Magyars) consisted entirely of 
submerged nations. Habsburg empire was also called 
as Kingdom of Hungary. It ruled Budapest and the 
Slave minorities of Slovak’s, Rumanian’s and Corat’s.! 


In 1866 Kingdom of Prussia defeated Austrian empire. 
Since then from 1867 Austrian empire was reorganized 
as Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary. Austria-Hungary 
accepted the subordinate status of Prussian kingdom 
and agreed to help and support other in case of war.”! 


The equal rights policy of Austrians and the mixed 
culture forced Austria and Habsburg to form Austria- 
Hungary dual monarchy government in Vienna.”! 


Britain 


Liberal-radical coalition was in power from 1906. 
Britain was one of the wealthiest European state 
which had a great naval power with significant naval 
distribution in strength all over the world. The supply 
of goods depended on overseas commerce.” 


Britain infantry 


Failure of bringing the best officers to leadership was a 
huge drawback. Britain Generals had different ideas to 
improve the infantry.” 


General Baden-Powell started Boy Scout movement to 
develop leadership skills for youth rather than giving 
responsibilities later in army." 


General Paget and General Hunter gave importance to 
use motor’ vehicle. Britain protected sea 
communication in order to secure import and export 
of overseas commerce with its colonial countries. 
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France 


The 1789 revolution destroyed Monarchy, Noblesse 
and Church. Lands were distributed to peasant small 
holders. France was defeated by Kingdom of Prussia in 
1870.” 


France infantry 


Shortage of man power for France in long war was 
quite minimal (Under 40,000,000) to that of Imperial 
Germany (65,000,000). Due to shortage, Colonel 
Mangin of France decided to bring men from Africa to 
raise a huge native army for France. But this policy was 
considered as danger by the government which 
included military and political risks. France selected 
Men aged 20 and above." 


Imperial Germany 


Imperial Germany was created by Kingdom of Prussia 
in 1870, after its elite victory over Austrian empire and 
France.”! 


Philosophy of Otto von Bismarck 


Otto von Bismarck motivation was to secure time and 
peace for the process of making new Imperial 
Germany. He wanted to keep France in a powerless 
state permanently to avoid revenge." 


The weak were made to be devoured by the strong”! 





Image 1: Otto von Bismarck"! 


Tactics to build new Reich 


Otto von Bismarck played a role to turn every one 
against each other to build new Imperial Germany. He 
used indirect tactics for rapid recovery to build a new 
Imperial Germany. Otto von Bismarck’s diplomatic 
policies and strategies with European states projected 
him as an Honest Broker for some years." 


Otto von Bismarck alliance strategies 


As a first step Otto von Bismarck wanted to bring 
Austria and Russia in common link with Imperial 
Imperial Germany. Alliance was made only with 
Austria in 1879 due to Russo-Turkish war. Kaiser 
Wilhelm |, The German emperor objected and 
threatened Otto von Bismarck for his structural 
policies to build a new Reich." 
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Image 2: Alliance strategies"! 








Austria-Hungary and 
Serbia treaty 







Italy and Spain 
agreement 








Three emperors alliance 


Alliance was formed by Imperial Germany between 
Austria-Hungary and Russia in 1881. This alliance 
made Imperial Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia 
to act together for all Balkan affairs till 1887. 


Austria-Hungary, Imperial Germany and Italy alliance 


In 1882 Austria-Hungary, Imperial Germany and Italy 
formed a new alliance. As per alliance, Italy will assist 
Austria-Hungary if attacked by France or Russia in war. 
At any circumstance Italy won’t go against Britain as 
per their special treaty.” 


Triple alliance 


In 1883 Austria-Hungary, Imperial Germany and 
Rumania formed triple alliance.” 


Reinsurance treaty 


A new treaty called Reinsurance treaty was made 
between Imperial Germany and Russia in 1887 after 
the lapse of Three emperors alliance to ensure good 
relationship between Imperial Germany and Russia. As 
per treaty, the two emperors agreed to maintain 
neutrality towards each other in war with the other 
emperors. This was not applicable if Imperial Germany 
attacked France or Russia attacked Austria-Hungary. 
Later, Otto von Bismarck added France too in 
Reinsurance treaty.” 


Other alliances 


Serbia had separate treaty with Austria-Hungary and 
Spain had agreement with Italy.” 


Imperial Germany's colonial expansion 


Otto von Bismarck's policy was to improve Imperial 
Germany’s colonial expansion by linking Britain to its 
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alliance. He wanted Britain to turn against France and 
Russia. He favored Egypt to be occupied by Britain, 
because Otto von Bismarck considered France as a 
conflict for Britain. But it was clear for Otto von 
Bismarck that Britain as an opponent threat for 
Germans colonial expansion. From __ Britain's 
perspective, Otto von Bismarck wanted to have 
Imperial Germany as friendly and France as isolated to 
Britain.” 


Kaiser Wilhelm II reign 


Wilhelm | was Kaiser during 19" century. On January 
27, 1859, Kaiser Wilhelm II was born to Frederick III 
and Victoria of England, when Wilhelm Il’s grand 
father Wilhelm | was Kaiser at that time. Wilhelm II 
was finalized as the future Kaiser after his birth. 
Wilhelm Il ascended to power on June 1888 and was 
in throne till November 1918. Wilhelm II was 
personally recommended by Kaiser and the future 
Kaiser was trained for around three decades to ascend 
the throne. To ascend throne, power was transferred 
from Wilhelm II grand father, Kaiser Wilhelm | to 
Kaiser Frederick II and then to Kaiser Wilhelm II. ! 


11 





Image 3: Kaiser Wilhelm II?! 


Wilhelm II got annoyed of Otto von Bismarck's control 
over him since his childhood. Victoria, Princess 
Royal, After marrying Frederick Ill became a distrusted 
women and Britain newspaper announced it as an 
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unfortunate. Otto von Bismarck, the young politician 
stated his view point in a letter as"! 


If the Princess can leave the Englishwoman at home 
and become a Prussian, then she may be a blessing to 
the country. If our future Queen on the Prussian 
throne remains the least bit English, then | see our 
Court surrounded by English influence...What will it be 
like when the first lady in the land is an 
Englishwoman?” 


As per Victoria, Bismarck was a dangerous Anti-English 
sentiment trouble maker. Later as Chancellor, Otto von 
Bismarck was worried of Wilhelm Il, because he will be 
his future boss who lacks experience and disastrous to 
national interest. Kaiser Wilhelm Il showed more 
importance to military matters and fellow officers 
which intern increased his influence dramatically. 
Diplomatic military network was created to avoid Otto 
von Bismarck’s intervention."! 


Kaiser Wilhelm II actively took part in military regimen 
activities. He selected officers and soldiers who were 
in favor of him. He also took revenge of his military 
opponents. These activities were criticized by others. 
Kaiser Wilhelm Il was perceived as the workers king 
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because of paying attention to lower social classes. 
During May 1889, Prussian troops were used to quell 
the strike caused by labor violence in coal industry at 
Rhineland and Silesia. As per Kaiser Wilhelm II, the 
strike was caused because of Polish catholic dangerous 
opinions. Kaiser Wilhelm Il spend 8 hours a day for 
around two weeks to settle the labor negotiation by 
allowing first deputation works to palace for visiting 
him to express their expectations.” 


Otto von Bismarck rejected Kaiser Wilhelm II Social 
welfare legislation program in which equal importance 
was given to working class peoples for planning. In 
order to protect working class peoples, Kaiser Wilhelm 
Il coined the idea of Social progressive legislation (a 
government formed by Social democrats and Catholic 
allies). For this Otto von Bismarck response was"! 


He would rather resign than give in to social 
democrats"! 


Kaiser Wilhelm Il opened parliament on January 24, 
1890 by giving detailed speech to labor questions. 
There was conflict in opinion between Kaiser Wilhelm 
Il and Chancellor Otto von Bismarck. So, by the end of 
January 1890, Kaiser Wilhelm II decided to replace 
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Otto von Bismarck with General Leo von Caprivi. On 
March 19, 1890, Otto von Bismarck submitted his 
resignation due to document dispute concern about 
public opinion and military budget. Chancellor 
resignation threat was considered as a huge drawback 
for Kaiser Wilhelm II during this period.” 


Chancellor Leo von Caprivi believed reforms would 
build institutions that would draft and design policies 
independent of anyone while Kaiser Wilhelm II wanted 
to weak socialism by reforms. Coal mining strikes 
increased during 1892 and 1893 in the region of Saar. 
This time Kaiser Wilhelm II thought of dissolving the 
parliament and conducting new election. But 
Chancellor Leo von Caprivi refused to do it. Kaiser 
Wilhelm Il instructed Chancellor Leo von Caprivi to 
draft anti-socialist law that would be approved by the 
parliament. Lack of support made Caprivi to resign. 
Kaiser Wilhelm Il accepted Chancellor Leo von Caprivi 
resignation and replaced him with Prince Chlodwig zu 
Hohenlohe-Schillingsflrst of Bavaria. After four years 
of term in office as Chancellor Caprivi resigned stating 
that®! 


The kaiser often charted his own course without 
consulting others!” 
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A budget of 58 million mark was allotted and 36 new 
Cruisers were built by mid 1890’s. Inauguration of 
Imperial fleet took place in 1898. Kaiser Wilhelm 
wanted his large battle ships to occupy North sea ports 
to show their naval influence to Britain and rest of the 
world. German squadron dropped anchor and placed 
their ships in unimproved harbor to secure 99 years of 
lease period without any problems.” 


Kaiser Wilhelm Il decisions were based on emotions 
rather than careful analysis of situation. It was 
rumored that Kaiser Wilhelm II was mentally ill during 
late 1890's." 


By 1900 Kaiser Wilhelm Il appointed Bernhard von 
Bulow as new chancellor.”! 


Imperial Germany infantry 


Citizens without physical disabilities were considered 
fit and trained by the states. The civil peoples were 
trained to keep them as reserved to expand the army 
during the war situation. Selection process was based 
on physical ability. Psychology played an important 
role to inspire public for infantry development.” 
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State decides, how many civil men to be trained for 
reservist. This recruitment and training depends upon 
the type upcoming war. Mostly the reservist roles 
were assigned to troops whose quality is doubtful, fit 
only of supplementary roles and to defend stationed 
troops.” 


To France surprise during war, the German army had 
used reserved civil men with training to replace the 
first-line army subdivision during the war. Germans 
war plan strategies were miscalculated due to 
reserved troops by France." 


The staff system of Imperial German’s let the powerful 
positions fall in the hands of youthful officers. Imperial 
German’s had the capability to manufacture war 
equipment's in short period of time.” 


Captain Hoffmann influenced Imperial German general 
staff about the value of war equipment's such as 
machine guns, etc.. In connection with Japanese army, 
Imperial German’s brought the study and 
development of railway communication system." 
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Austro-Hungarian army had inferior instruments when 
compared to Imperial German’s. The troops in border 
had racial complexity which led Austria to take military 
distribution politically.” 


Russia 


Tsar ruled Russia. Geographical area of Russia is vast 
when compared to other European states. The climate 
condition, mobilization and rail communication of 
Russia was considered huge snag."”!"?! 


France and Britain defeated Russia between 1855 and 


1856. Similarly, Japan defeated Russia between 1904 
and 1905.” 
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European Infantry Infantry 
state Advantages Disadvantages 
Britain Unique rifle Britain can survive 
shooting standard only for three months 
if the overseas 
supplies were cut off 
By 1914 Britain had Public opinion was 
29 battleship distrustful due stupid 
equipped with communication and 
guns and 18 more — rumors. The value of 
to come up publicity was 
recognized only after 
making mistakes 
France Worlds best quick Lack of weapons and 
firing field gun of — the ability to fix past 
75mm draw backs 
Technically week 
Imperial Re owned scientific Weak in naval power 
Germany _ thinkers 


Imperial Germany 
can manage its 


Imperial Germany's 
commerce outlet 
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requirements of using naval power 
food and other was far behind other 
supplies for several European countries 
years using their 





home made 
products 

Russia Geographical Lack of mobilization 
location and rail 


communication 





Table 1: Infantry comparison” 
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3) Other European states before world 
war | 


Balkan states 


The region of Bosnia, Bulgaria, Greece, Herzegovina 
and Serbia were mentioned as Balkan states. Balkans 
are none other than the slaves of Austria-Hungary 
dual monarchy."?! 


Ottoman empire 


On 1875, Ottoman empire declared bankruptcy.”! The 
western countries such as Britain, Imperial Germany 
and Russia started to invest in Ottoman empire." 
Soon after bankruptcy, Ottoman empire started to 
become a hostile empire for European opinions. So a 
new liberal constitution was formed to prevent 
European intervention in Ottoman domestic affairs. 
First session of the elected parliament was opened on 
March 19, 1877. Russia declared war on Ottoman 
empire in April 1877 and defeated Ottoman on 1878. 
Due to peace treaty Ottoman empire lost tremendous 
territories. The congress of Berlin not only solved 
Russo-Turkish war, but also tried to fixed other 
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conflicts of Balkans. As per the Treaty of Berlin, the 
Ottoman lost two-fifths of the empire’s territory and 
one-fifth of its population in the Balkans and eastern 
Anatolia." 
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4) Reason for the cause of World war | in 
1914 


Downfall of Otto von Bismarck strategies 


The aggressive power acquisition by the young 
emperor Wilhelm Il was not agreeable and _ his 
intentions created distrust to the supreme ruler of 
Eastern Europe Tsar." 


Reinsurance treaty renewal with Russia was rejected 
by Kaiser Wilhelm II and Chancellor Leo von Caprivi.”™ 
Kaiser Wilhelm Il believed that Tsar Alexander Ill 
allowed the treaty to lapse. Kaiser Wilhelm II 
supporters urged to renew the Reinsurance treaty 
except Leo von Caprivi.”! 


In 1891 The supreme ruler of Eastern Europe Tsar 
made agreement with France and a year later it was 
developed into military convention for mutual 
assistance in-case of attack." 


France was standing alone. So, there was two groups 
instead of one group." 
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Counsel in Berlin rejected the Russian secret treaty 
stating that It would be disloyal to both Austria and 
Britain.” 


Kaiser Wilhelm Il was considered sincere than Otto 
von Bismarck due to his frankness with quick changing 
mind.” 


The difference between Otto von Bismarck and Kaiser 
Wilhelm II was their honesty.” 


Drift in Imperial German-Britain relationship 


The Liberal government was in power at Berlin in 
1892. Kaiser Wilhelm I] made use of his opportunity to 
spread Imperial German commerce at a high speed. 
Kaiser Wilhelm Il’s railway concessions with Turkey 
made the Liberal government in Berlin to cease 
competition with Britain in 1892. Relationship 
between Imperial Germany and Britain started to 
break since then. Britain were passionate towards 
Otto von Bismarckian’s expansion of colonization,” 
because Britain considered Turkey as barrier for 
Russian expansion.” 
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Britain colonization made Imperial German’s jealousy 
to take measure against Britain with France and 
Russia’s combined support.” Transvaal crisis took 
place in late 1895 and Imperial Germany was against 
the annexation which increased drift further. Lack of 
response and naval power calmed the danger 
situation.“ |In 1897 Kaiser Wilhelm Il aimed to 
strengthen and grow German naval force stating that"! 


The Trident must be in our fist"! 


Otto von Bismarck saw only one thing at a time while 
Kaiser Wilhelm Il saw too many things at once similar 
to that of opponent like Napoleon. But Kaiser Wilhelm 
Il failed in his policies of seeing too many things at 
once." 


Earlier Otto von Bismarck had sought alliance 
formation with Britain. Though it was welcomed by 
Lord Salisbury cabinet, the alliance proposal was 
declined due to fear of parliamentary objections on 
foreign affairs. In 1898, Chamberlain invited Imperial 
Germany to form dual alliance. This alliance formation 
was proposed by Britain due to it’s isolation in 
European system. And, now it was the time for 
Imperial Germany to decline it. Similar to that of Otto 
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von Bismarck’s former leaders, Otto von Bismarck 
underestimated Britain and Overrated Russian’s. 
Between 1898 and 1901, Chamberlian’s proposal for 
dual alliance formation with Imperial Germany was 
declined over and over again. Imperial Germany 
feared that, it would become Britain mirror and this 
alliance formation would be against Russia.” 


Any how Imperial Germany had closer relationship 
with Britain which was intern supported by The 
Imperial German chancellor Bernhard von Bulow and 
Kaiser Wilhelm Il. Kaiser Wilhelm II statement was 
summed up to Bernhard von Bulow as"! 


| have now got the Britain despite their twisting and 
wriggling, where | want them.” 


Imperial Germany navy started to expand by 1900 as 
planned by Kaiser Wilhelm Il. In upcoming years, 
Britain government had paid off heavily for German 
threats and insults to avoid further problems.” 


As of Imperial German’s belief on underestimating 


Britain, Lord Salisbury’s government diplomatically 
justified theme self as weak by showing Samoa, China 
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and Portuguese colonies to Kaiser Wilhelm Il who 
described Britain as Unmitigated noodles." 


Kaiser Wilhelm Il attitude filled the Europe to get 
ready for war. His intentions projected him as war 
seeker and planner. Britain diplomatically behaved 
weaker and weaker to Imperial German’s who wanted 
master and servant alliance instead of equal 
reasonable agreement." 


In 1902, Britain sought alliance with Japan to 
strengthen its position. This move created barriers 
between Britain and Imperial German relationships. In 
close contact with United States, Chamberlain 
intended treaty between Britain, Imperial Germany 
and Japan. Statesmen of Japanese council trembled 
under Marquis Ito’s pressure before accepting Britain 
alliance even though when Marquis Ito preferred to 
have alliance with Russia. This Britain alliance with 
Japan unexpectedly caused Russo-Japanese war." 


Kaiser Wilhelm II’s plan to break European 
states relationship 


The Russo-Japanese war gave opportunity for Kaiser 
Wilhelm Il to break relationship between Britain and 
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Russia. Diplomatically Kaiser Wilhelm II requested The 
supreme ruler of Eastern Europe Tsar to send Black sea 
fleet to defend Britain. Tsar declined Kaiser Wilhelm II 
request in order to maintain peace. During this period 
Baltic fleet of Russia received false information as"! 


Japanese torpedo craft were lying in wait in the North 
[1] 
sea 


Later Russia alleged that the false information was 
from German sources. By mistake in fear Russians fired 
on Britain boats and they didn't realize their mistakes. 
Tension of war situation arose for some days until 
receiving Tsar regret message about war. By making 
use of the situation, Kaiser Wilhelm II took numerous 
steps to break friendly informal alliance understanding 
between European states." 


As a first move Kaiser Wilhelm Il wanted Russia, 
Imperial Germany and France to act combined to 
abolish English and Japanese insolence."! 


The second move happened at an _ unexpected 
situation without planning. Kaiser Wilhelm I] was sent 
off to Tangier (an ancient Moroccan strategic port 
gateway between Africa and Europe) by Bernhard von 
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Bulow and Holstein. Now, Kaiser Wilhelm II intention 
was to seek favor of France instead of making move to 
separate France from Britain by threat. His speech 
challenged French claims in Morocco which came 
during the difficult situation. At that movement France 
prime minister had the doubt of Britain support." 


This difficult situation made France and Japan to come 
closer.” 


Kaiser Wilhelm Il made his third move in July, 1905. 
Tsar’s yacht was at Bjorko where Kaiser Wilhelm II 
produced Draft treaty to Nicholas. Tsar Nicholas 
answered"! 


Yes, | will. 


But Tsar minister’s declined to consider it as it can not 
restore friendly relation with France. Purposely the 
hint about the treaty was leaked to create protest by 
France." 


Sir John Fisher of Britain wanted Imperial Germany to 
stop their naval expansion in North sea to prevent war. 
These impressions about Imperial Germany made 
Britain King Edward VII and Campbell-Bannerman 
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government to have closer contact with France 
unwillingly. Britain government refused to have formal 
alliance with France even though when public opinion 
of Britain might aid France during war. In 1905, Britain 
aided France with 1,00,000 men as requested for new 
war plan against Imperial Germany." 


Now Kaiser Wilhelm Il wanted France and Russia 


combination to go against Britain over Morocco affairs. 
[1] 


Pacific conflict 


The liberal government of Britain continued to work 
with European states to solve sensitive point conflicts 
of pacific. 


By 1907, the pacific issue was solved by arrangement 
without Britain agreement with France or Russia. On 
February 20, 1906, Sir Edward Grey, the foreign 
secretary stated in memorandum as"! 


There would, | think, be a general feeling in every 
country that we had behaved meanly and left France 
in the lurch. The United States would despise us,' 
Russia would not think it worthwhile to make a 
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friendly arrangement with us about Asia, Japan would 
prepare to reinsure herself elsewhere, we should be 
left without a friend and without the power of making 
a friend and Imperial Germany would take some 
pleasure in exploiting the whole situation to our 
disadvantage... On the other hand the prospect of a 
European war and of our being involved in it is 
horrible.” 


Turkey revolution 


Young Turks seized the central power in 1908 to create 
ethical homogeneous Turkey by eliminating Ottoman 
empire Islamic traditions, Greeks and Armenians. Pan- 
Turanian movement required sponsor to liberate thirty 
million ethic Turks under single rule who were living at 
Caucasus, Southern Russia and Central Asia. Headed 
under Kaiser Wilhelm Il, Imperial Germany eagerly 
invested in development of railway network in Turkey, 
while Russia saw it as reasonable. Turkish army was 
assisted by German officers for training in 
Constantinople where Britain had special rights during 
previous century.”! This revolution made Bulgaria to 
held back from Turkey’s foreign relationship. The 
foreign ministers of Russia Ahrenthal, Isvolsky and 
Austrian ministers discussed about the Bosnia and 
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Herzegovina annexation.” In return the Russian 


minister Isvolsky wished Austria to support Russia in 
securing Dardanelles (an only path way to connect 
Mediterranean Sea and Black sea).'!®! The agreement 
was declared before Isvolsky discussion with France 
and Britain. This made provinces of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina to annex with Austria, which was 
administrated by Turkey since 1879. Italy felt this 
move as an action of offence and Serbia as threat. But 
in the mean time German ambassador in Russia 
finalized that Imperial Germany wont agree for it and 
it would be combined attack of Imperial Germany and 
Austria.” This gave opportunity for Russians to catch 
both Imperial Germany alone and along with Imperial 
Germany and Austria for unfair offensive standing. 
Isvolsky felt this as, he was not proper in completing 
his task and he was tricked by Imperial Germans. This 
made him to resign the position. Then Isvolsky went to 
Paris embassy to feel better. Austria honoured 
Imperial Germany for this diplomatic move and 
encouraged to continue it.” 


The peoples of Balkan countries (geographical area in 


Southeastern Europe) were mostly misrepresented. 
This situation unfortunately improved Imperial 
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German officials relationship with France and Russia 
between 1906 and 1914." 


Daily telegraph interview 


At Daily telegraph interview on November 1907, at 
Highcliffe Castle in England, Kaiser Wilhelm Il 
described British as mad, mad as march hares for 
interpreting the Kaiser's desire for a larger Navy in 
anything other than a peaceful manner. While he 
admitted that the prevailing sentiment in Germany 
was not friendly toward Britain, he argued that he was 
a true friend of England, one who always sought to 
strengthen relations.”! 


This weakened Kaiser power in Imperial Germany due 
to public expression of anger. There was heated 
debated between Kaiser Wilhelm II and Bernhard von 
Bulow. So after returning from vacation, Kaiser 
Wilhelm Il replaced Bernhard von Bulow with 
Theobald von Bethmann-Hollweg as new chancellor. ®! 


Tirpitz’s acted as Theobald von Bethmann-Hollweg 
opponent for naval adjustments even when public 


opinion approved increase in Imperial Germany navy." 
[3] 
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The Liberal government of Imperial Germany 
demanded the public, Kaiser and press to use only the 
predefined document comments to avoid Britain aid 
France.” 


Settlement’s and new crisis 


It was believed that, during 1908 King Edward VII of 
Britain visited Austrian emperor Francis Joseph to 
detach Austria from Imperial Germany. King Edward 
Vil requested Francis Joseph assistants to reduce 
friction between Imperial Germany and Britain. This 
helped the two country ministers to solve several 
disputes including settlement of Morocco between 
France and Imperial Germany. These settlements 
created new crisis later. The pacific foreign minister 
Kiderlen-Wachter decision against Kaiser. In 1911 
Kiderlen-Wachter dispatched a gun boat to Agadir, 
Morocco to grant concession for France in Africa. 
Interestingly the public opinion was in favor of 
German naval expansion. The Agadir settlement 
subsequently created good relationship between 
France and Imperial Germany officially. As a 
consequence, later in 1912 Haldane’s mission took 
place in Imperial Germany which became powder 
magazine." 
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Former Boer war opponent and the leading pacifist of 
Britain warned Kiderlen-Wachter against his move in a 
public speech and not create threat for peace." 


Balkan’s colonization 


Bulgaria, Greece and Serbia claimed autonomy for a 
part of Macedonia in which Turks were defeated easily 
due to their weakness. Later Rumania joined with 
Greece and Serbia. Italy’s occupation of Tripoli seemed 
to been an encouragement for other Balkan countries 
for colonial expansion." 


Serbia wanted to destroy the value of Northern 
Albania. Austria-Hungary was on fear about a slave 
state to occupy Adriatic. In summer 1913 Austria- 
Hungary declared attack on Serbia. So its troops were 
mobilized to threat Serbia. In advance Imperial 
Germany joined with Britain and France to avoid 
danger. Imperial Germany controlled Austria-Hungary 
by giving counseling to avoid danger and had control 
over Turkish army. Threat given by Austria-Hungary to 
Serbia was answered by by Russia in a similar manner. 
At the same time ministers of Russia finalized that In 


35 


order to secure Dardanelles a general European war 
should occur. 


Balkan alliance 


As a first step to recover Russia’s influence in Balkan 
region, Russia created new Balkan alliance using 
Rumania.” 


During Austria-Hungary dual monarchy period, the 
unsatisfied subjects were forcefully suppressed. The 
former leaders always felt war as the best solution for 
disagreements. While Imperial Germany and Russia 
valued war as not the solution. 


Around 1913, the problems got multiplied on all the 


sides by articles, past incidents, rumors and speeches. 
[1] 


President Wilson’s secrete sharing person of colonel 
house convicted military part was determined on war 
and Kaiser should give up if he oppose the desire. 
France was excited of Three year service’s act as a 
remedy to develop man power. But German 
ambassador reported to Bethmann-Hollweg that"! 
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In spite of the chauvinistic attitude of many circles and 
the general dream of a recovery of the lost provinces, 
the French-nation as a whole could be described as 
desirous of peace.”! 


The most that could be said, even of Poincare, the 
President, was what Poincare himself expressed, that"! 


France did not want war, but did not fear it. 


Archduke Franz Ferdinand’s murder 


The Balkan war inability frustration and unstoppable 
Serbia march made the slaves of Austria-Hungary dual 
monarchy to do anything.”! Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
had the dream to reconstruct the empire by including 
several European states as federation. On June 28th, 
1914, at 11:00 Archduke Franz Ferdinand was 
murdered by the heir to Francis Joseph at Serajevo, 
the Bosnian capital. Bosnian Slavs who _ plotted 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand murder hated him because 
his dream of reconstructing the empire as federation 
might stop Bosnian Slavs in creating a wider Yugo-Slav 
state by joining with Serbia. Black Hand (the Serbian 
secret society) helped youth conspirator. This society 
was composed largely of existing army officers, who 
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were against Serbia civil government. Vague warning 
was sent to Vienna, but the precaution steps taken 
were failed because its frontier guards were members 
of Black hand society. Its suspected that the military 
governor of Bosnia Potiorek would have secretly allow 
it to occur.” 


The first attempt to murder Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
took place at passage to city hall was failed. In a 
careless way Potiorek directed the Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand’s return journey to car and two shots rang 
out. Archduke Franz Ferdinand died at 11:00. This 
crime news created fear in Austria-Hungary and 
Serbia. Police investigation by Austria-Hungary was 
relaxed. The day after crime, the Austria-Hungary 
foreign minister Count Berchtold declared to the chief 
of the General staff that” 


the time had come to settle with Serbia once for all. 7! 


But Count Tisza objected Count Berchtold deceleration 
due to the score of expediency, not of morality” 


There can be no difficulty in finding a suitable casus 
belli whenever it is needed.” 
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Conrad von Hotzendorf also considered expediency 
and remarked to Berchtold that"! 


We must above all ask Germany whether she is willing 
to safeguard us against Russia.” 


Count Berchtold didn't wish to request Imperial 
Germany due to his past experience with Imperial 
Germans. So, the Austria-Hungary emperor signed a 
memorandum along with a personal letter to Imperial 
Germany. On June 30, 1914, the Imperial German 
ambassador Tschirschky sent off a warning report 
against hurried steps. In that report Kaiser Wilhelm II 
scribbled"! 


Who authorized him to do this? It is idiotic. It is none 
of his business ...”7! 


After fortnight, Wiesner, the Austria-Hungary police 
investigator reported that"! 


no proofs of the complicity of the Serbian 


government... On the contrary there are grounds for 
believing it quite out of the question.” 
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On July 15, 1914, Imperial Germany assured complete 
support to Austria-Hungary in case of war.” 


In the Kaiser's opinion there must be no delay... if It 
was to come to a war between Austria-Hungary and 
Russia she could be assured that Germany would 
stand at her side’, although he added that Russia 'was 
in no way ready for war. 


European state’s perspective about war 


From Imperial Germany perspective, After series of 
discussion with military advisers, Kaiser made proper 
arrangement's and left to visit Norway. On_ July 
17,1914, the Assistant Chief of the General Staff 
Waldersee reported to the Foreign Minister that"! 


| shall remain here ready to jump. We are all prepared. 
[1] 


The Imperial Germany advisers made this decision 
hoping on the their military strength.” 


From Russia perspective, they felt that they will lose 


everything what they gained from Balkan region since 
the beginning to secure Dardanelles.”! 
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From France perspective, they expected Russia to 
defeat Imperial Germany. So that France can be 
ranked higher in Europe.”! 


From Austria-Hungary perspective, they were ready to 
crush Serbia and had support from Imperial Germany 
in case if Russia gets into war to back Serbia up.”! 
Berchtold drafted ultimatum in such a way that Serbia 
cant accept it with the help of Tschirschky. But Count 
Tisza opinion was different and mentioned” 


A diplomatic success would be valueless. 


But Count Berchtold warned Count Tisza that"! 


the military difficulties which would be caused by a 
delay. 


and impressed the fact that"! 


Germany would not understand any neglect on our 


part -to use this opportunity for striking a blow.”! 


In case if Imperial Germany shows weakness, then 
Austria-Hungary might forfeit for partnership.” 
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The Austria-Hungary emperor read the final ultimatum 
and said"! 


Russia cannot accept this... this means a general war. 
[1] 


Beginning of war 


The presentation of ultimatum to Serbia government 
was delayed until various other task are completed, 
such as Poincare return back from St Petersburg after 
meeting Tsar, the Imperial Germany was ready with 
steamships line on the date specified by Austria- 
Hungary and in Vienna, Russia ambassador left on 
leave for peaceful assurance." 


On July 23, 1914 at 18:00 the ultimatum was 
presented to Serbian government when the Prime 
minister was away with the following demand to 
accept it with in 48 Hours.” 


Its terms not only demand the repression -of all 
propaganda against Austria, but Austria's right to 
order the dismissal of any Serbian officials that she 

cares to name and to post her own officials in Serbia. 7! 
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On July 24, 1914, even without reading the Austria- 
Hungary ultimatum, the Imperial German government 
delivered notes to St Petersburg, Paris and London 
stating that, Austria-Hungary demands are moderate 
and appropriate by adding a threat"! 


any interference... would be followed by incalculable 
consequences." 


Grey was forced by his allies to prevent war. As a first 
step on July 24,1914, Grey urged through Berlin to 
extend Austria-Hungary time limit and the message 
reached Vienna two hours before the expiry of 
ultimatum. On 25™ and 26" July, 1914. Imperial 
Germany, Britain, France and Italy mutually intervened 
into the issue to resolve it. Sazonov from St Petersburg 
coined the idea to discuss directly with Austria- 
Hungary and accepted the principles. 


On July 25, 1914 around 17:57 (two minutes before 
ultimatum expiry), Serbia handed over the reply to 
Austria-Hungary ambassador. As per instruction given 
by Austria-Hungary, the ambassador took the train 
from Belgrade without even reading it. On the same 
day after three hours, Austria-Hungary issued formal 
orders to partially mobilize Serbian front. 
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Simultaneously mobilization preparatory measures 
took place in Imperial Germany and Russia. Austria- 
Hungary ultimatum demands were accepted from 
Serbian side except two terms which will make them 
to depend on Austria-Hungary." 


The declaration of war by Austria-Hungary was 
delayed due to military situation. The army was not 
ready to move until August 12, 1914. Mobilization of 
troops during winter was considered as a huge 
drawback. Austria-Hungary had fear of Imperial 
Germany support. On July 27, 1914 Count Berchtold 
summed up Austria-Hungary position as”! 


| think that a further attempt by the Entente Powers to 

bring about a peaceful solution remains possible only 

so long as a new situation has not been created by the 
declaration of war. 


On July 28, 1914, Kaiser returned from Norway and 
commented that”! 


A brilliant performance for a time limit of only forty- 
eight hours... A great moral victory for Vienna; but 
with it every reason for war drops away.’ And in 
reference to Austria's partial mobilization he adds — 
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‘On the strength of this | should never have ordered 
mobilization.” 


Kaiser also suggested Austria-Hungary to occupy parts 
of Serbia until ultimatum demands are fulfilled and he 
added advice”! 


If Austria continues her refusal to all proposals for 
mediation or arbitration, the odium of being 
responsible for a world war will in the eyes of the 
German people fall on the German Government." 


Britain news on July 27,1914 and Serbian reply 
changed the tone in Berlin. On the same day later 
Imperial Germany decided to forward Gray proposal to 
Vienna. Austria-Hungary ambassador telegraphed 
message to Vienna after meeting Imperial German 
foreign minister as”! 


The German government offers the most unqualified 
assurances that it in no way identifies itself with them, 
but on the contrary is decidedly opposed to their 
consideration, and only communicates them in order 
to satisfy the English... The German government is so 
acting because its point of view is that it is of the 
utmost importance that England, at the present 
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moment, should not make common cause with Russia 
and France." 


Austria-Hungary declared war over Serbia at 11:00 on 
July 28, 1914 and the message was telegraphed by 
Austria-Hungary to Serbia. Count Berchtold declined 
Sazonov’s proposal for direct conversation stating the 
fact that"! 


War was now declared!" 


After war news, Russia’s Sazonov decided for partial 
mobilization of troops on Austria-Hungary front. But 
Generals suggested general mobilization. In the end 
Sazonov prepared two ukases for Tsar signature. One 
for partial mobilization and other for general 
mobilization. On the next day morning chief of the 
mobilization division received order for general 
mobilization signed by Tsar and goes around for other 
necessary signatures.” 


By 18:00 on the same day Sazonov receives message 


from Imperial Germany’s Chancellor Bethmann- 
Hollweg as! 
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If Russia continues her mobilization measures 
Germany will mobilize, and mobilization means war.” 


The message was declared with assurance that”! 


it is 'not a threat, but a friendly opinion" 


After reading the message, Sazonov spoke with Tsar 
and got approval for general mobilization because it 
sounded like a threat. So Sazonov changed his mind to 
general mobilization instead of partial mobilization.” 


Imperial Germany was sure that Britain is entering 
against them. So, Imperial Germany got support of 
Italy. At the same time Imperial Germany chancellor 
Bethmann-Hollweg bargained with Britain ambassador 
for neutrality in return Imperial Germany wont annex 
any part of France, but cant give assurance of France 
colonies." 


In the mean time Kaiser Wilhelm Il took necessary 
steps and spoke with Tsar to stop war, but in the end it 
failed. Russia ordered for general mobilization. First 
step of mobilization took place in Imperial Germany 
after knowing the status of Russian order. At the same 
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time Imperial Germany dispatched Ultimatum to St 
Petersburg, Paris and Belgium.” 


Imperial Germany Ultimatum to Russia demanded 
that" 


Russia must suspend every war measure against 
Austria and ourselves with in twelve hours and 
definitely notify us of this"! 


Sazonov’s reply to Ultimatum was, Russia won’t stop 
mobilization due to technical problems. Similarly 
Russia won’t attack until negotiations continues. In 
another telegram Tsar reinforced another statement 
to kaiser as"! 


Understand that you are obliged to mobilize, but wish 
to have the same guarantee from you as | gave you 
that these measures do not mean war, and that we 

shall continue negotiating" 


Imperial Germany officially declared war without 


hearing any reply for the Ultimatum from Russia and 
started to mobilize its troops." 
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On July 30, 1914, Tsar Nicholas Il mobilized armed 
forces for invasion.! 


Similarly, Imperial Germany Ultimatum to France 
demanded that"! 


To know whether France would remain neutral in a 
Russo-German war”! 


On August 01, 1914 France replied to Ultimatum as, 
France would act as her interests required"! 


On the same day afternoon France mobilized its 
troops." 


And for Belgium, Imperial Germany Ultimatum 
demanded that"! 


A free passage for her troops as required by her still 
longer-prepared war plan”! 


Belgium replied to Ultimatum as, refused to agree for 


the Imperial Germany Ultimatum in order to maintain 
neutrality.” 
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Rumors spreaded that France aviators trowed bombs 
near Karlsruhe and Nuremberg railway to allege 
France and On August 03, 1914 Imperial Germany 
declared war on France." 


So, the Imperial Germany invasion began on the 


morning of August 04, 1914." On the same day Britain 
declared war on Imperial Germany.” 
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5) World war | 


For Great War, the war parties were of two groups. 
Later this Great War was termed as World war. One 
was Austria-Hungary-German allies and the other was 
Britain-France-Russia allies. By August 1914, Six million 
men were mobilized for war from European states.”! 


For France, the plan of Imperial Germany was to seize 
Paris by creating a wide arc using Imperial Germany’s 
First and Second armies. Once the swipe arc is created 
around the border of France in North and East, the 
Imperial German armies will march forward and 
hammer France army at Moselle." 


For Russia, the plan of Imperial Germany was 
counterstroke while Austria-Hungary went for 
offensive attack towards north into Poland with two 
armies. Mean while other two armies will go for 
protection on eastwards. Later four armies will join 
hands together and push Russia towards Black sea." 
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Invading Belgium 


Belgium showed neutrality and did not allow Imperial 
Germany a passage for long term war. But Imperial 
Germany needed a passage for troops march to create 
a wide arc in northern France border. 


The Imperial Germans plan was to clear the passage 
through the Meuse gateway into the Belgian plain 
North of the Ardennes. Railway transportation system 
was used as key feature for troops mobilization by 
Imperial Germany. By August 12, 1914, Seven Imperial 
German armies with 1,500,000 were ready to 
advance.!"”! 


A complex construction were made and Belgian army 
was lying behind Brussels and even before the Liége. 
Imperial German’s were pushing the lines hard using 
their first and second armies. Belgian’s couldn’t resist 
Imperial German attack. In order to preserve the army 
Belgian’s got back from their positions." By August 17, 
1914, the passage was clear for Imperial German 
troops to march.”! As soon as Liége fell, the Germans 
were on their way to Brussels. On August 18, 1914 the 
government in Brussels left the capital and went to 
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Antwerp.” On August 20, 1914 Imperial German 


troops entered Brussels.” 


War till 1918 


The British Expeditionary Force left their war machines 
at France in August 1914. France launched out 
offensive attack to recapture the provinces of Alsace 
and Lorraine which was annexed by Imperial Germany 
after the war of 1870. The first major action involving 
the British Expeditionary Force took place on August 
23, 1914 with the aim to recover coalfields at Mons. 
By last week of August 1914, France succeeded in 
withdrawing in good order to the river Marne and the 
war strategy was reorganized. Between September 5, 
1914 and September 7, 1914, France attack from the 
direction of Paris dislocated the main German thrust. 
On the other side, General von Moltke, the German 
Commander-in-Chief, lost control of his army 
commanders and, ultimately, of himself.! 
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Image 4: Allied force advance Imperial German’s at Marne!!! 


At the end of October 1914, The new Imperial German 
Commander-in-Chief, General von Falkenhayn, 
ordered a last attempt to break through to Dunkirk 
and Calais. But the attack was stopped by the Britain 
and France at the Belgium town of Ypres. This halted 
the German advance but left the British in an exposed 
salient. Finally, the Imperial German front were able to 
pull back to defensive positions and entrench 
themselves on the high ground.” 
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However, the main war part remained on western 
front towards Belgium and France. Two corps of 
Western front were redirected to Eastern Front to 
defend against Russia. 


Nearly 10 percent of France territories were occupied 
by Imperial Germans. Similarly Imperial Germans 
swiped out Russians from Poland. This reduced 
Russian pressure on weak Austria-Hungary. British 
Expeditionary Force started to fill the battle field with 
new soldiers. During 1915, the operations were of 
small scale and advancement were little less than a 
mile. On April 22, 1915, Imperial German’s made their 
first effective use of poison gas to attack Britain and 
France positions at Ypres. Later, the same error was 
repeated by Britain and France." 
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Image 5: Ypres after the battle in 1915"! 


On May 9, 1915, France opened a major offensive 
attack in Artois (a twenty-mile front from Vimy Ridge 
to Arras). Imperial German defense were impossible to 
break by France and Britain. Nearly 100,000 France 
soldiers were killed by summer 1915. With major 
British participation, France wanted to capture fifty 
miles behind the Imperial German trenches. Even 
though after using 700 guns, only five miles were 
advanced by France. In the mean time, another thrust 
at Artois area was involved with five Britain and eleven 
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France divisions. Britain couldn't break Imperial 
German lines even after using gas and smoke." 


The major Britain and France diversion of 1915 was 
the attempt to defeat the Ottoman Empire, which had 
joined Imperial Germany and Austria-Hungary in 
October 1914. An Allied naval attack at the 
Dardanelles on March 19, 1915 was beaten off. The 
next decision carried out a major assault by ground 
forces. The Gallipoli landings on April 25, 1915, in 
which Australian troops took part at Anzac Cove, while 
Britain and France troops landed at Cape Helles. The 
Allied forces including many Indian troops won a 
limited beachhead and spent the rest of the year in 
trench warfare."! 


On February 1916, Imperial Germany launched a 
major offensive attack over Verdun. The first attack 
was on February 21, 1916, and the advance was more 
than a kilometer. This offensive attack came to halt in 
March 1916."! 


The Somme offensive became a Britain battle. On June 
24, 1916, a five days intensive shelling was planned to 
trick Imperial German troops. This attack was delayed 
until July 01, 1916, due to bad weather. The night 


57 


attack was granted by General Rawlinson on July 14, 
1916 and the battle lasted till November 19, 1916. By 
the end of battle nearly 138 Imperial German divisions 
were rotated at Somme and 75 at Verdun. On 
September 15, 1916, Britain attacked Combles and the 
Ancre Valley beyond Thiepval."! 





Image 6: Soldier taking rest at Somme battle field”?! 


During 1917, Britain planned offensive attack while 
Imperial Germany remained defensive both in western 


58 


and eastern front. British Expeditionary Force 
launched only smaller operations until the weather 
conditions are improved. On April 9,1917, Britain 
attacked Arras. The Canadians captured Vimy Ridge 
and a some of ten thousand Imperial German’s were 
taken as prisoners.” 


On April 16, 1917, France launched offensive attack on 
Chemin des Dames. The Imperial Germany defense 
was effective. France lost a lot in large scale attacks, 
but captured twenty thousand prisoners in first four 
days.” 


United states entered the war on summer 1917 and 
Russia had disintegrated into revolution. Somme 
attack by Britain between January 1917 and February 
1917 were intended as no more than diversions.” 


On July 31, 1917, Passchendaele offensive attack was 
launched by Britain and France to destroy Imperial 
German gunner’s_ observation’ balloons and 
reconnaissance aircraft. During this period the climate 
condition was not good and it was raining heavily from 
the night of July 31, 1917." 
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Image 7: Passchendaele battle field showing the mud and 
desolation"! 


Bolsheviks seized power at Petrograd (St Petersberg) 
and Russia formally sought for peace when battle of 
Cambrai was underway. By winter 1917, Russian 
troops laid down their arms. Imperial Germany 
transferred its Eastern front armies to Western front. 
Since 1914, the greatest advance in western front was 
fourteen miles on March 24, 1918, by Imperial 
German’s. Britain was driven back to Somme 
battlefield. Any how by April 5, 1918, Imperial 
German’s admitted that their offensive was a failure. 
During this offensive attack, ninety thousand Britain 
and France soldiers were taken as prisoners. In a 
smaller attack Britain was driven back by Imperial 
German’s at Ypres on April 9, 1918."! 
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American army was welcomed by Britain and France 
as an allied force. Long term dragging Imperial 
German’s war soared the price of food. Shortage of 
food and Russian revolution created hostile situation 
for Imperial German’s.2!°! 


End of World War | 


United states was sending 10,000 men a day over 
Atlantic ocean to Western Europe by spring 1918, with 
less than a full year of mobilization. Russia quit the 
war due to Bolshevik revolution. Imperial German 
troops were offensive during spring 1918 and the 
results were mixed. Imperial German’s started to face 
American soldiers and Hindenburg Line started to 
move rapidly towards Imperial Germany territory. The 
Imperial German’s started to fall back once United 
States entered the war. The momentum was now 
clearly with United States.”! 


On November 03, 1918, Imperial German’s requested 
armistice. On November 11, 1918, Imperial Germany 
army signed an armistice before the Allies entered 
German territory and with that, the Great War was 
over.2!5! This armistice came to effect on November 
11, 1918 at 11:00." 
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Image 8: The Irish commanding officer reading Armistice to his 
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men’?! 
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European state name European state name 














before world war | after world war | 

Austria-Hungary Separated as Austria and 
Hungary 

Britain United kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern 
lreland 

Imperial Germany Weimar Republic 

Russia Soviet Union 





Table 2: European state name before and after world war |! 
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6) Reason for the cause of World war II 
in 1939 


Political changes in Germany after 1918 and the 
frustration about the lost battle in 1918 were 
considered as the major factor for the cause of war in 
1939, MIl9 


On March 7, 1936, Adolf Hitler’s army marched 
towards Rhineland on Germany’s western border 
violating Versailles treaty. The French army was strong 
at that time, They wanted peace than war. 48 hours 
after march into Rhineland, Adolf — Hitler 
acknowledged, If french marched, It would have been 


the end of him and Nazism.|®! 


On November 5, 1937, Adolf Hitler called his generals 
for a top-secret meeting to get ready for the war ina 
diplomatic way. First, it will be his native country 
Austria and then Czechoslovakia. He also asked top 
officials to strengthen military power as soon as 


possible. !© 


On February 12, 1938, Adolf Hitler received the 
Chancellor of Austria Schuschnigg for civil discussion. 
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By end of discussion, Adolf Hitler asked Austria’s 
chancellor to accept closer military and economic ties, 
As well as to appoint an Austrian Nazi Leader, Arthur 


Seyss-Inquart, Minister of the interior. The demand 
was accepted by Austrian chancellor and he decide to 
conduct a poll whether Austrian people’s wish to 
remain free and independent. The voting was to be 
held on March 13, 1938. Adolf Hitler knew the voting 
results will be against him. So, he sent the German 
army into Austria on the night of March 11, 1938. 
Austrian chancellor Schuschnigg was imprisoned for 
next seven years till the end of second world war. Later 
he was rescued by American troops when he was 


about to be killed by Nazi secret police. 6! 


Next, Adolf Hitler eyed on Czechoslovakia. Initially, 
Adolf Hitler demanded the Sudetenland. To his 
surprise, Neville Chamberlain (The Prime Minister of 
Great Britain) supported Adolf Hitler to avoid 
unwanted war. By September 1938, Chamberlain 
convinced the Czechoslovak government to surrender 
Sudetenland. For keeping everything peacefully 
Chamberlain met Adolf Hitler on September 22, 1938, 
at Godesburg to inform about the surrender of 
Sudetenland. Then Adolf Hitler started to increase his 
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demands like a blackmailer. By the end of September 
1938, Everything was surrendered as per his demand. 
Slowly with his tricks, Adolf Hitler separated Slovakia 


from Czechoslovakia. !© 


Dr. Emil Hacha, The Czech President was at German 
Chancellery on March 15, 1939. Adolf Hitler claimed 
Dr. Emil Hacha to surrender the remaining part of 
Czech. If not German army will march into Czech by 
06:00 on March 15, 1939, and Prague will be 
destroyed by the German air force. By early morning 
on the same day, Dr. Emil Hacha surrendered Czech to 


Adolf Hitler. !© 
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7) World war II 


For World war Il, the war parties were of two groups. 
One was Germany-ltaly-Japan allies and the other was 
Britain-France-Soviet union-United states of America 
allies. 


Conquest of Poland 


As usual, Adolf Hitler demanded the city of Danzig, A 
Polish territory and promised for the _ territorial 
integrity of the rest of Poland. Meanwhile, Germany 
and Italy signed Pact of Steel, A military alliance to 
help each other during the war.4] With this move 
Great Britain understood the intentions of Adolf Hitler 
and Chamberlain informed Poland that if it was 
attacked, Britain and France will give a helping hand in 
the war against Germany. A nonaggression pact was 
signed by Stalin with Nazi Germany on August 23, 
1939. It was a secret treaty to divide Poland between 


Russia and Germany after the conquest. !© 


Officially, On September 1, 1939, Adolf Hitler ordered 
his troops to invade Poland. Two days later Britain and 
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France announced a war on Germany. Blitzkrieg 
(Lightning war strategy) was used by Germany for 
Poland invasion. Poland’s mobility, Communication 
and Supply services were completely destroyed in the 
bombing by the German air force. Within two weeks 
Poland army was surrendered and the land was 
divided between Germany and Russia as per treaty.!* 


Conquest of Norway 

Germany war strategist warned Adolf Hitler that 
Blitzkrieg won't work out during the winter period. In 
Europe normally, Winter is between November and 
February. Adolf Hitler's plan of invading Norway and 
Denmark was postponed temporally till the end of 
winter. By April 9, 1940, German naval, Airborne, and 
Army forces captured strategic positions in Norway. 
The British supported Norway by sending forty-five 
thousand soldiers, but they were backfired by 
Germans. Norway surrendered on June 9, 1940." 


Conquest of Denmark, Holland and Belgium 


In fact, Denmark was surrendered with two hours of 
encounter. On May 10, 1940, Blitzkrieg was 
implemented to invade Holland and Belgium. Holland 
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surrendered in four days and Belgium by end of May 
1940,!6 


Conquest of France 


German army with tanks along with artillery, Anti- 
aircraft and other integrated support elements passed 
through Luxembourg for France invasion. French 
defensive line was disrupted within the first four days, 
French and British troops were forced back towards 
the coastal region. A large number of German soldiers 
started to enter France and by the continuous victory 
of Germans in the battlefield made France to 
surrender on June 10, 1940. This was considered as 
one of the most spectacular victories in military 


history. [6] 


Invading England 


The plan for invading England Operation Sea Lion was 
scheduled in September 1940. By August 1940 
German’s decided to destroy British airbase 
completely, As German’s should invade through the 
English Channel. Blitzkrieg strategy was interrupted 
and the attack was possible only through naval power 
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in which German’s were weak when compared to 
British at that time. British airbases were not 
completely destroyed due to frequent change in 
targets. During last week of August 1940 British 
bombed Berlin which made German’s to bomb London 
and other cities. As winter approached Operation Sea 
Lion was temporally stopped and continued later 


blindly by German’s.!© 


Invading Soviet Union 


Adolf Hitler decided to take on Soviet Union during 
spring 1941, Meanwhile Operation Sea Lion continued 
against the British after winter. Soviet Union invasion 
didn’t take place in time as planned due to temporary 


diversion of Germany’s military power.!6 


Invasion of Soviet Union was named as Operation 
Barbarossa, which means the most massive Blitzkrieg 
to date. Adolf Hitler believed that the Soviet Union 
could be defeated within two to three months. 
Generals advised capture of Moscow would be the 
quickest way to force Soviet Union to surrender. But 
Adolf Hitler ordered his generals to capture 
economical cities first. The major strategy of this 
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operation was planned to capture the industrial and 
agricultural heartland of the Soviet Union. Adolf Hitler 
focused toward areas of economic importance such as 


Leningrad, Smolensk and Kiev. [6] 














Military strength Germany Soviet union 
Solders 4 million men 4 million men 
Aircraft 4,000 10,000 to 20,000 
Tanks 3,300 6,000 





Table 3: Military strength comparison” 


Operation Barbarossa was kick-started on June 22, 
1941. Germans captured Smolensk in two weeks and 
Kiev by September 1941. Adolf Hitler’s force 
progressed towards Leningrad and captured all the 
cities surrounding Leningrad by October 1941. Now 
Adolf Hitler agreed that his general was correct and 
capture of Moscow will put end to the war. German 
troops were forwarding towards Moscow and winter 
was approaching. It almost six months, Winter started, 
It was considered as a huge drawback for German 
soldiers. German troops were not prepared to face 


long winter and the snow of Soviet Union. 6 
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Fall of Nazi emperor 


On December 6, 1941, Russia reinforced new divisions 
from Siberia for a counteroffensive to prevented 
Moscow. Climate conditions and new divisions pushed 
back German central front. Generals warned Adolf 
Hitler to move back their troops from enemy forces as 
a result of their initial defeat. Adolf Hitler removed 
many top generals and directed military operations by 
himself. After Brauchitsch resignation, on December 
19, 1941, Adolf Hitler announced that he will take over 
the position of commander in chief of the German 
army. Winter crisis and Adolf Hitler’s decisions 
between 1941-1942 gradually affected German’s 


military strength. 8! 


America was finally into world war Il by December 
1941. Adolf Hitler wanted to delay direct American 
military intervention in Europe until he defeats Russia. 
He wanted quick victory over Russia to manage 
Americans and tied Japan to take care of America, So 
that he can win over Russia.!®! 


Officially, on December 11, 1941, Adolf Hitler declared 


war on America during his public speech and abused 
America President Roosevelt. At the end of his speech, 


72 


Adolf Hitler stated that A new agreement had been 
finalized between Germany, Italy, and Japan not to 
conclude in peace with Americans, British and their 


mutual nations. |! 


Germany’s oil shortage made Adolf Hitler to invade 
Stalingrad to capture oil fields. In April 1942 Adolf 
Hitler instructed German forces to advance in the 
South Soviet Union to defeat soviet soldier on River 
Don and capture Stalingrad. For this attack, the army 
was divided into Army group A (offensive attack) and 
Army group B (Protective front). Group A made good 
progress until diversion of 300,000 German soldiers 
towards Trans-Caucasus. This slow progress. of 
German’s towards Stalingrad gave time for soviet 
defenders to strengthen their positions. By the second 
week of September 1942, German’s entered Stalingrad 
and rigorous fighting was going on until mid-October 


1942 |6] 


Allied force invasion in North Africa 


British and American troops landed along the cost of 
Morocco and Algeria on November 7th and 8th, 1942. 
This allied forces captured North Africa in a few days. 
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Adolf Hitler slowly recognized the power of allied 
forces and started to pour German troops into Tunisia. 
The loss of North Africa and collapse in Italy made 
Adolf Hitler to feel that he is fighting against the world 
of nations such as British, America, Russia and Other 
mutual countries. Later, Adolf Hitler realized his 
mistake of invading Soviet Union without completing 
his task in the west. This gave time for British for a 
comeback. |! 


Advance of Soviet Union 


The 1942-1943 winter and lack of material supplies 
made German’s to loss Stalingrad attack. On January 
31, 1943, Soviet Union officially announced that it had 
captured Stalingrad. Chase was resumed by Soviet 
soldiers and German’s were pushed out of Soviet 
Union gradually. Soviet troops advanced towards 
Germany by liberating Smolensk on September 30, 
1943, followed by Kiev on November 6, 1943, Romania 
April, 1944, and Poland in summer 1944, !61 
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Plot against Adolf Hitler 


A conference was to be held on July 20, 1944 at 
Headquarters in East Prussia, Where Adolf Hitler will 
meet Mussolini around 12:30. Colonel Graf von 
Stauffenberg brought a bomb fitted briefcase with him 
to conference which will explode in twelve minutes 
once if it’s triggered. Colonel Graf von Stauffenberg 
placed the triggered briefcase under a table and left 
conference room purposely at 12:40 to escape from 
the blast. Exactly at 12:42 bomb exploded, But Adolf 


Hitler survived with minor injuries. The plotters 
including Colonel Graf von Stauffenberg and major 


suspects were sentenced to death on the same day. [6] 


Advance of allied troops from west (British) 


In 1943 Trident Conference took place in Washington. 
An operation was planned by allied forces to invade 
west Europe and it was named as Operation Overlord. 
Allied troops create army base in southern England 
and plans were made carefully by considering climate 
conditions for France invasion. As planned allied 
troops invaded Normandy, A northern region of 
France by June 1944 which gave them a foothold in 
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west Europe. Allied troops advanced through Belgium 
and crossed Rhine River on March 7, 1945, [61 





o é 7 - ’ —— 
Image 9: Allied troops landed in Normandy to liberate France"! 


Fall of Germany 


Adolf Hitler celebrated his last birthday (56) with Eva 
Braun and few generals in an underground bunker. By 
April 28, 1945, Soviet soldiers were only few blocks 
away from chancellery and advancing forward slowly. 
On April 29, 1945, between 01:00 and 03:00 Adolf 
Hitler married Eva Braun in front of municipal 
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councilor in the small conference room of the bunker. 
[6] 


Adolf Hitler’s secretaries and a few generals attended 
wedding breakfast. Then, both brides gave a speech 


and concluded with!®! 


Now it was ended, It would be a release for him to die. 
[6] 


The wedding party ended with tears. He took one of 
his securities (Ms Gertrude Junge) to a nearby room to 


dictate his last will and testament. !©! 


Adolf Hitler instructed Gertrude Junge (office 
secretary) to destroy all the documents. After having 
his last meal on April 30, 1945, around 14:30 Adolf 
Hitler took Eva Braun, Generals and his securities for 
the last farewell. The farewell was over and Adolf 
Hitler returned to his room with Eva Braun. It was 
Monday 15:30 on April 30, 1945, There was a revolver 
sound in Adolf Hitler’s room. After few minutes 
persons standing outside Adolf Hitler’s room rushed in 


and found both dead.!® 


7/7 


Adolf Hitler shot himself in his mouth and his body 
was lying on the sofa. Eva Braun found near him took 
poison. Within a few hours after Adolf Hitler’s suicide 
Soviet troops surrounded the building and found Adolf 


Hitler dead. !© 


End of World War Il 
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Image 10: Location of atomic bomb dropped at Hiroshima™! 
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Japanese dominance was devastated by dropping 
atomic bomb. Adolf Hitler committed suicide and 
Soviet troops captured Berlin on April 30, 1945.'7 Thus 
the world war Il came to an end once the Soviet 
troops captured Berlin. 
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